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Education  

Claremont Graduate University, School of Religion Claremont, CA                    Ph.D., 2005 

Area: Theology, Ethics and Culture 

Dissertation Title: The Soul of Sport 

Committee: Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi, Louis A. Ruprecht, Jr., Anselm Min 

 

Weston Jesuit School of Theology Cambridge, MA                                                 S.T.L., 1999 

Licentiate Thesis: The Sacramental Imagination, Culture and Play 

Committee: Thomas Kane, C.P., Peter Schineller, S.J. 

Thesis awarded distinction 

 

Harvard Divinity School Cambridge, MA      M.T.S., 1989 

Master of Theological Studies 

 

University of Detroit Detroit, MI B.A., 1983 

Major: Religious Studies 

 

Collaboration With Universities Et Al 

Baylor University, Consultant for “Running the Race Well”  

retreat program for youth involved in sports            2016-present 

 

Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life, Vatican  

Helped as expert with revision of first Vatican document about sport                          2017-18 

 

mailto:kellypm@udmercy.edu
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Pontifical Council for Culture, Vatican and Sport for Humanity  

Member of Advisory Committee for Youth Education Programme                        2019 

 

Teaching  

Pontifical Gregorian University, Rome, Italy           Every other year spring semester, 2020-present 

Courses Taught: Ignatian Spirituality, Theology and Sport; Discernment: The Key to Finding the Will of 

God; Ignatian Spirituality; Ignatius’ Autobiography and the Rules for Discernment 

 

University of Detroit Mercy                                                                                                2020-present 

Courses Taught: Sport and Spiritual Traditions; Dynamics of Spiritual Growth: Ignatius of Loyola 

and Catherine McAuley; The Soul of Sport: An Interdisciplinary Inquiry  

 

Seattle University, Theology and Religious Studies Department                                        2006-2019                                            

Tenured and promoted to Associate Professor                                                                            2012 

Courses Taught: 

Undergraduate: God in Human Experience (Core Honors); Theology of the Human Person; 

Ignatian Spirituality; Jesuit Traditions in a Global Context; Religion and Sport in a Global 

Context; The Soul of Sport: An Interdisciplinary Inquiry; Sport and Spirituality 

 

School of Theology and Ministry (Graduate): Spiritual Discernment and Decision Making; 

Spirituality, Health and Leisure; Recreation, Sport and the Spiritual Life; Masters in Sports 

Administration and Leadership: Philosophy and Ethics of Sport (co-taught with two other 

professors).    

 

Universidad Centroamericana, Managua Nicaragua                                                      Fall, 2016 

Course Taught: Jesuit Education and Pedagogy                                                                

 

Other Universities and Schools 

University of Detroit Mercy  (as a Jesuit regent in formation)                                    1993-1996 

Courses Taught: Introduction to Religion; Quest for God Today; Religion and Sport; Psychology 

and Religion  

 

University of Michigan-Dearborn, Eastern Michigan University,  

Henry Ford Community College                                                                                            1990-1991 

Taught courses in World Religions to undergraduate students.                                            
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Gesu Elementary School, Detroit MI                                                                        1989-1990 

Taught religion classes to seventh and eighth grade students.   

 

Monroe Catholic Central High School, Monroe MI                                 1983-1985 

Taught theology classes to freshmen and sophomores and helped coach football and 

basketball teams.     

 

Publications 

Books (Academic) 

 
Play, Sport and Spirit. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 2023.  

 
Catholic Perspectives on Sports: From Medieval to Modern Times. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 
2012.  

 

Youth Sport and Spirituality: Catholic Perspectives. (Editor) South Bend, IND: University of Notre 

Dame Press, 2015.   
 
Books (other)  

 
Jim Yerkovich with Patrick Kelly, SJ. WE: A Model for Coaching and Christian Living. 

Washington D.C.: National Catholic Education Association, 2003, 2004 (second printing) 
 
Guest Editor, Academic Journal 

 
Guest Editor of special issue of Religion and Society, “Catholics and Sport in a Global 

Context,”  Published by the Rabbi Myer and Dorothy Kripke Center for the Study of Religion 

and Society at Creighton University, June 2019.  

 

Articles and Book Chapters 

“Sport for All: The Holy See and the ‘signs of the times’ in the world of sport,” La Civilta 

Cattolica (April, 2023)  

 

“LO SPORT PER TUTTI: La Santa Sede e i «segni dei tempi» nel mondo dello sport,” La Civilta 

Cattolica (Feb/March 2023)  

 

Scholar Q&A: Rev. Patrick Kelly, S.J., Ph.D., Institute for Advanced Catholic Studies, University 

of Southern California, December 2022 (In depth interview) 

 

Contributing author to the Declaration “Sport for All: Cohesive, Accessible and Tailored to 

Each Person” for the Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life.  Sept. 2022 (Pope Francis handed a 

copy of the Declaration to each participant at the Summit: Sport for All, which they then 

signed.) 

http://moses.creighton.edu/kripke
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“It is time to start paying – attention to – our student athletes,” Conversations in Jesuit Higher 

Education March 28, 2022. 

 

“La Influencia de la Educacion Jesuita en Pierre de Coubertin, Especialmente con Respecto 

al Deporte,” Coubertin Christianismo y Religion, Coleccion Clasicos Coubertinianos, No. 1, 

Quindio, Colombia: Centro latinoamericano de estudios coubertinianos, 2021, 215-227. 

 

“Flow, Sport and Spiritual Traditions,” Hoven, M., Parker, A., and Watson N.J eds. Sport and 

Christianity: Practices for the Twenty-First Century.  London: T&T Clark, 2020.  

 

“Introduction,” Religion and Society, “Catholics and Sport in a Global Context,”  Published by 

the Rabbi Myer and Dorothy Kripke Center for the Study of Religion and Society at Creighton 

University, 1-22, June 2019. 

 

“The Glory of God is a Human Being Fully Alive,” in Human Development, Lake Orion, MI: 

Guest House, 2018.  

 

 “Challenges in the Light of the Gospel,” in Giving the Best of Yourself: A Document about the 

Christian Perspective on Sport and the Human Person, Dicastery for Family, Life and Laity at 

the Vatican, with Dries Vanysacker. (Dr. Vanysacker and I revised a version of this chapter 

that had been written several years earlier during Benedict’s pontificate, to reflect Pope 

Francis’ emphases, concerns and style.)  

 

 Articles and Media Interviews Related to Vatican Document:  

 “Why the Catholic Church Cares about Sports,” in America Magazine, June 7, 2018.  

 

“The Church, Its Mission and Sports,” in Kairos: A Catholic Magazine for Youth and 

Young Families, Issue 8, 24-27.  

 

“INTERVIEW: Sports are not only play, but a way to sainthood,” in Zenit: The World Seen 

from Rome, July 23, 2018.   

  

 Interview with Salt and Light TV, Canada, see: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T57_9pH03ac&feature=youtu.be   

 

“Catholics and Sports in the United States: An Alternative Tradition,” US Catholic Historian, 

Catholic University of America Press, Vol. 36, No. 2, Spring 2018, 11-32. 

http://moses.creighton.edu/kripke
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T57_9pH03ac&feature=youtu.be
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“Sport in Schools: Beyond Winning and Losing,” Conversations in Jesuit Higher Education, 

January 2018: 20-22.   

 

Review of Robert Ellis’ The Games People Play: Theology, Religion, and Sport. Theology Today, 

Princeton Theological Seminary, USA, Vol. 72.4, January 2016. 

 

 “Introduction,” Youth Sport and Spirituality: Catholic Perspectives. Kelly, SJ, Patrick ed., South 
Bend, IND: University of Notre Dame Press, 2015.   

  
 “Catholics and Sports: An Historical and Theological Overview,” Youth Sport and Spirituality: 
Catholic Perspectives. Kelly, SJ, Patrick ed., South Bend, IND: University of Notre Dame Press, 

2015.   
 

 “Youth Sport and Spirituality,”  Youth Sport and Spirituality: Catholic Perspectives. Kelly, SJ, 
Patrick ed., South Bend, IND: University of Notre Dame Press, 2015.   

 
 “Conclusion,” Youth Sport and Spirituality: Catholic Perspectives.  Kelly, SJ, Patrick ed., South 
Bend, IND: University of Notre Dame Press, 2015.   

 
 “Spirituality: Topic Session.” Proceedings of the Catholic Theological Society of America, Vol. 

70 (2015). 

 

 “Signs of the Times in Intercollegiate Athletics,” Conversations in Jesuit Higher Education, 

Aug., 2015. 

 

 “Sport and the Spirit of Jesuit Education,” Conversations in Jesuit Higher Education, Sept., 

2015. 

 

“I cattolici e lo sport. Una visione storica e teologica,”  (“Catholics and Sport: An Historical 

and Theological Overview”) Quaderno N°3948 del 20/12/2014 - Civilta Cattolica, IV, 557-570. 

 

 “Flow, Sport and the Spiritual Life,” Chapter 7 in Theology, Ethics and Transcendence in Sport, 

Jim Parry, Mark Nesti and Nick Watson, eds., New York: Routledge Press, 2010.  

 

“Loved Into Freedom and Service: Lay Experiences of the Exercises in Daily Life,” Studies in the 

Spirituality of Jesuits, 39/2, Summer 2007, 1-35. 

 

"Commentary on Window on Mission: Activities and Athletics," in William J. Hudson, Window 

on Mission: A CHS 2000 Report on Academic and Co-Curricular Programs and Services and 
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Religious Education and Formation, Washington, D.C.: National Catholic Education 

Association, 2002.   

 

"Sport in Human Development," in Human Development, Vol. 13, Number 3, Fall 1992, 30-33. 

 

 “Problems of Paradox and Authority," a review of The Catholic Moment by Richard Neuhaus, 

in the Harvard Divinity Bulletin, Summer 1990 Vol. XX, 2, 14 and 18.  

 

 Articles (Popular and applied) 

An interview about my work in the area of sport and current issues in intercollegiate athletics 

for In Trust magazine (publication for trustees of Jesuit universities); will also be published in 

Conversations on Jesuit Higher Education. (in process, August, 2024) 

 

Principal author, with Jill Bodensteiner, John Hardt and Michael Garanzini, SJ, “A Reflection on 

Intercollegiate Athletics at Jesuit Colleges and Universities”, AJCU Discussion Paper given to 

presidents of Jesuit universities, June 2024.  

 

“St. Ignatius’ advice to political leaders (and others) in a time of crisis,” America Magazine, 

2021.  

 

“Play Reminds Us Of Joy, The Joy Of The Lord,” Catholic News Service, April 12, 2018.  

 

“Why Sister Jean and Father Rob Matter,” Catholic News Service, March 27, 2018.  

 

“Should Catholics Be Feeling the March Madness?” America Magazine, March 20, 2017.  

 

“Catholic Sports Not Just About Wins, But the Common Good,” Crux: Taking the Catholic 

Pulse, January 31, 2017.  

 

“An Examen in the Spirit of Pope Francis,” America Magazine, Nov. 2015. 

 

“Experiencing Life’s Flow: Sports and the Spiritual Life,” America Magazine, Oct. 20, 2008, 19-

21.  

 

"The Rising of Bruce Springsteen," in America Magazine, Feb. 10, 2003, 8-10.  
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"Do We Pay Too Much Attention To Sports?" commissioned and distributed by the National 

Catholic Wire Service, 1996. Translated into Maltese as "I-i sport naghtuh wisq importanza,” in 

Lil Hbiebna Septembru-Octobru, 2000.  

 

"Activities and Athletics, Classroom for Values: A New Year's Reflection," National Catholic 

Education Association Notes, Jan. 1998.   

 
Editorial Responsibilities 

 
Editorial Board, SpringerBriefs in Religion and Sport, 2015 – 2017.  

 

Editorial Board, International Journal of Religion and Sport, 2007-2012.   

 

I have served as a referee for journal articles in academic publications such as Peace & 

Change: A Journal of Peace Studies and Archivum Historicum Societatis Iesu (AHSI). 

 

Lectures and panels (Academic) 

Panel member, “Theology of Sport,” Sport at the Service of Humanity Conference, Creighton 

University, June 2024. (Conference co-sponsored by Dicastery for Culture and Education and 

the Big East Conference) 

 

“Sport, Human Flourishing and the Common Good,” Jesuit Friends and Alumni Detroit, 

University of Detroit Mercy, March 7, 2024.  

 

Panel member, “Spirituality of Sport,” Sport at the Service of Humanity Conference, 

Marquette University, Nov., 2023. 

 

“Play, (Sport) and Spirit,” Christian Leisure Scholars, Oct. 4, 2023. 

 

Chaired the session on the theme of “Accessibility” at the Vatican Summit “Sport for All”. 

Gave overview and introduction to the theme and then introduced Filippo Grandi, UN High 

Commissioner of Refugees,  Sept 2022. 

 

“Flowing in Sport and in Life,” Movement and Spirituality, International Scientific Congress, 

University of Ljubljana, Slovenia, May 2022 (webinar) 

 

“The influence of Jesuit education on Pierre de Coubertin, especially with regard to sport,” 

Webinar Forum: Coubertin, Christianism e Religiao, Centro LatinoAmericano De Estudios 

Coubertinianos, Nov. 28, 2020. Webinar originated in Colombia.   
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“Introduction” to webinar session “Giving the Best of Yourself: the Role of Sport for Life” in 

series about sport after the pandemic by the Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life, Rome, Italy, 

Oct. 8, 2020.   

 

“Catholics and Sports: An Alternative Tradition,” Keynote lecture at Symposium: Sports, 

Education and Pastoral Care, University of Notre Dame, March 7, 2019.  

 

“‘Giving the Best of Yourself’” and Further Reflections,” a presentation on the new Vatican 

document at the conference on Religion, Sport and Ethics at University, KU Leuven, Belgium, 

Oct. 11, 2018.  

 

“The Joy of Sports – and Teaching and Learning,” University of Detroit Mercy, Sept. 11, 2018.  

 

“The Significance of the document ‘Giving the Best of Yourself’ for the Church”, Press 

Conference, Holy See Press Office, Rome Italy June 1, 2018.  

 

“Flow, Sport and Spiritual Traditions,” Wheeling Jesuit University, March 22, 2018.  

 

“Flow, Sport and Spiritual Traditions,” World Union of Jesuit Alumni, Cleveland, OH June 30, 

2017.  

 

Two invited lectures: “Sport at the Service of Humanity” and “Play, Youth Sport and 

Spirituality,” Play Like a Champion Today National Conference, University of Notre Dame, 

June 22-24, 2017.   

   

Invited keynote lecture: “Faith, Spirituality and Intercollegiate Athletics,” Sport at the Service 

of Humanity, cosponsored by Pontifical Council for Culture, Villanova University and Big East 

Conference, June 7-8, 2017.  

 

Guest lecturer (via Skype) in graduate course “Religion and Sport” at the University of 

Tennessee. Students had read a chapter of my book Catholic Perspectives on Sports, March, 

2016 and 2017.  

 

“Flow, Sport and Spiritual Traditions,” Search for Meaning Book Festival, Seattle University, 

February 25, 2017.   
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“Flow, Sport and Spiritual Traditions,” Inaugural Global Congress on Sport and Christianity, St. 

John’s University, York, England, August 2016.   

 

Chair of Strand, “Catholicism and Sports,” Inaugural Global Congress on Sport and 

Christianity, St. John’s University, York, England, August 2016.   

 

Invited Keynote: “Flow, Sport and Spirit”, Christian Society for the Study of Kinesiology and 

Leisure, Santa Barbara, CA, June, 2016. 

 

Gave two and one half hour session on “Sport and Spirituality” for the Alumni Seminar, Seattle 

University, April 12, 2016. 

 

“Ignatian influences on Pope Francis and encyclical Laudato Si” for seminar to open the 

school year at Universidad Centroamericana, Managua, Nicaragua, March 11, 2016. 

 

Invited Feature Presentation: “Flow, Sport and Spirit,” Institute for Faith and Learning, 

Symposium on Faith and Culture: The Spirit of Sports, Baylor University, Waco, TX, November 7, 

2015. 

 

“Youth Sport as Gymnastics of Body and Spirit,” conference sponsored by Pontifical Council 

for the Laity, Coaches: Educating People, Rome, May 15, 2015.  

 

Keynote lecture: “Flow, Sport and Spirituality,” 41st Conference on Value Inquiry, Sport and 

Values, Neumann University, Aston, PA, April 17, 2015. 

 

“Sport as Virtue: Recovering the Play Element,” Sports as Virtue: Exploring the Theology of 

Leisure, Pontifical Council for Culture and Department of Sport Management, St. John’s 

University, New York, NY, February 13, 2015.   

 

“Catholics and Sports: Historical Perspectives and Resources for our Times,” Halftime to Rio: 

Catholic Perspectives on Sport and Spirituality, John Paul II Foundation for Sport conference 

at the University of Durham, England, July 17-19, 2014.   

 

“Sport and Spirituality,” Department of Catholic Studies Lecture Series, Seton Hall University, 

March 18, 2014. 

 

“Sport and Spirituality: A Resource for Engaging College Students,” College Theology 

Society convention, Creighton Univ., Omaha, NE, May 31, 2013. 
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“Homo Ludens Revisited: Play, Sport and Human Flourishing,” Search for Meaning Book 

Festival, Seattle University, March 9, 2013. 

 

“Homo Ludens Revisited: Play, Sport and Human Flourishing,” Elliot Bay Book Store, Seattle, 

WA, March 8, 2013.  

 

“Jesuits and Sports: Historical Perspectives and Resources for our Times,”  Loyola University, 

Chicago, Sponsored by the Hank Center for Catholic Intellectual Life, February 7, 2013. 

 

“Catholics and Sports: Historical Perspectives and Resources for our Times,” University of 

Detroit Mercy, sponsored by Catholic Studies program, Jan. 28, 2013.   

 

“Homo Ludens Revisited: Play, Sport and Human Flourishing,” Gabriel Richard Lecture, 

University of Michigan and St. Mary’s Student Parish, Jan. 24, 2013.  

 

Helped to organize the Soul of Youth Sport Symposium at Neumann University, June 2012. I 

celebrated the opening liturgy and gave the final lecture of the conference on “Play and the 

Spiritual Life,” June 20-22, 2012.    

 

Four lectures: “Christians in Sport: A Revisionist History,” “Flow, Sport and Spirituality,” “The Body 

in Sport: Theological Reflections,” and “Hoop Dreams and Ethical Considerations,” at The 

Spiritual Life Institute at St. Martin’s University, Lacey, WA June 20-24, 2011.   

 

“Body-Mind-Spirit: The Basis for a Spirituality of Recreation and Sport,” graduate students at 

Seattle University, April 19, 2011. 

 

“The Body and Play in Sport: A Revisionist History,” at the International Association of 

Philosophers of Sport annual conference in Rome, Italy, September, 2010.   

 

Moderated a panel of papers about athletics in the ancient world at the International 

Association of Philosophers of Sport annual conference in Rome, Italy, September, 2010.   

“Sports and the Spiritual Life,” sponsored by Sacred Heart University’s Center for Catholic 

Thought, Ethics and Culture, March 2010, Fairfield, CT.     

 

Participated in a conference at the Vatican on “Sport, Education, Faith: Towards a New 

Season for Catholic Sport Associations,” at the invitation of Cardinal Stanislaw Rylko, President 

of the Pontifical Council for the Laity, November, 2009. 
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 “The Spiritual Exercises and Ignatian Spirituality,” Meditation in Comparative Perspective 

session at the American Academy of Religion PNW meeting, April 24, 2009. 

 

Moderated a panel of the International Association for Philosophers of Sport at the 2009 

meeting of the American Philosophical Association in Vancouver, British Columbia, April 9, 

2009. 

 

Organized, hosted and facilitated the conference The Soul of Youth Sport: Discovering the 

Life-Giving Dimensions at Seattle University in June 27-29, 2008.   

 

“How Can we Understand Play and Artistic and Creative Activities in General as ‘Spiritual’?”, 

Catholic Theological Society of America, Miami, FL, May 2008.  

 

“Flow, Sport and Spirit,”  Keynote Address, Fall Colloquium for the Masters in Sports 

Administration and Leadership Program, Seattle University, Dec. 2007.   

 

Taught two evening class sessions of the Alumni Seminar at Seattle University on the topic of 

“The Theological and Spiritual Significance of Leisure and Play,” Fall 2007. 

 

“Flow, Sport and the Spiritual Life,” Inaugural International Conference on Sport and 

Spirituality, St. John’s University, York, England,  Summer 2007.  

 

“Sport as Play: Discover the Power,” National Catholic Youth Ministry Conference, Las Vegas, 
NV, 2006.  

 

"Theology of Play," The Role of Sports in Catholic Schools and Youth Ministry hosted by The 
Center for Sport, Spirituality and Character Development, Neumann College, Aston, PA 2003.  
 

"Athletics at a Jesuit High School Through the Lens of Ignatian Spirituality," Jesuit Secondary 

Education Association: National Athletic Director's Conference, Los Angeles, 2003. 

 

"Exploring the Flow Experience in Sport and Spirituality,” Athletics and the Spiritual Journey, 

hosted by The Center for Sport, Spirituality and Character Development, Neumann College, 

Aston, PA 2001. 

 

Practice Oriented Lectures, Workshops in Schools, Parishes et al 

“Sport in Jesuit Schools” and “Flow Theory, Ignatian Spirituality and Vocation,” Jesuit Novices 

of UMI Province, St. Paul, Minnesota, 2018, 2019, 2021, 2024.  
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“Sport and the Spirit of Jesuit Education,” morning workshop for all coaches at Seattle 

University, May 23, 2022.  

 

“A Healthy, Renewed Vision for Sport in North America,” School District of Diocese of London, 

Ontario, Canada, March 11, 2021.  

 

“Sport and Jesuit Education,” two webinar sessions with coaches at St. Ignatius College Prep, 

Chicago, Ill, Nov. 2 and 10, 2020.  

 

“Being in the Zone in Golf and In Life,” talk and workshop with student athletes on Seattle 

University Golf Team, Nov. 19, 2018.  

 

“The Contribution of ‘Giving the Best of Yourself’ and Further Reflections,” Major League 

Baseball Retreat, Catholic Athletes for Christ, Nov. 13, 2018.  

 

“Sport and the Education of the Whole Person,” a luncheon workshop for the University of 

Detroit Mercy Athletic Department, Sept. 11, 2018.  

 

“Sport in Jesuit Schools” and “Flow Theory, Ignatian Spirituality and Vocation,” Jesuit Novices 

of UMI Province, St. Paul, Minnesota, May, 20 and 21 2018. 

 

“Los Deportes y la Espiritualidad”, Universidad Centroamericana (talk given in Spanish to UCA 

coaches), November 2016. 

 

“Los Deportes y la Espiritualidad” Universidad Centroamericana (talk given in Spanish to UCA 

students), November 2016. 

 

“Being in the Zone in Sports and in Life,” to the Captains’ Council at Walsh Jesuit High School, 

Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, September 2016 

 

“Sport and Spirituality,” First Friday Club of Greater Akron, Akron OH, September, 2016.  

 

“Sport and Spirit,” Ignatian Spirituality Center, St. Joseph’s Parish, Seattle, November 17, 2015.  

 

“Being in the Zone in Sports and in Life,” lecture and facilitation of discussion with student 

athletes at Seattle University, sponsored by Institute for Catholic Thought and Culture, Nov. 3, 

2015. 
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“Sport and Human Flourishing,” lecture and facilitation of discussion with coaches in athletic 

department at Seattle University, Seattle, WA, August, 2015.  

 

“Flow, Sport and Human Flourishing,”  lecture and workshop for coaches in athletic 

department at St. Joseph’s University, Philadelphia, PA, April 20, 2015. 

 

 “Why ‘Being in the Zone’ is a Spiritual Experience,” a lecture to student athletes at St. 

Joseph’s University, Philadelphia, PA, April 19, 2015.  

 

“Sport: An Historical and Theological Overview,” and “Sport and the Education of the Whole 

Person,” Athletic Directors of Jesuit High Schools annual meeting, USA, Seattle, WA, April 14, 

2015. 

 

“Sport: An Historical and Theological Overview,” and “Sport and the Education of the Whole 

Person,” Athletic Department retreat, Bellarmine Preparatory High School, Tacoma, 

Washington, Oct. 1, 2013. 

 

“Playing Sport and the Integral Development of the Person,” Academy of the Sacred Heart 

High School, Bloomfield Hills, MI (sponsored by the Archdiocese of Detroit and an event for 

coaches in all Catholic high schools), Jan. 27, 2013. 

 

“Play and Sport from a Theological and Spiritual Perspective,” Seattle University Mission Day, 

April 14, 2011.  

Facilitated a luncheon/ workshop with Sacred Heart University coaches and met with student-

athletes, March 2010, Fairfield, CT.     

 

"Play, Sport and the Spiritual Life," Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in West Seattle, October 25, 

2009.  

 

“Sport and the Spiritual Life” to one hundred men from various parishes in the Archdiocese of 

Detroit, August 1st, 2009.  

 

“The Soul of Sport from a Jesuit and Catholic Perspective,” to the University Advancement 

team, Seattle University, June 17, 2009. 

 

“The Soul of Sport from a Jesuit, Catholic Perspective,” Seattle University Mission Day, April 24, 

2008.  
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"Spirituality, Health and Sport" to members of the Board of Directors of The School of Theology 

and Ministry, November, 2007.  

 

"Thou Shalt Not Play: The Eleventh Commandment?" National Catholic Education Association 

Convention, Boston 2004. 

 

“WE: A Model for Coaching and Christian Living," with Jim Yerkovich, National Catholic 

Education Association Convention, St. Louis 2003 and Boston 2004. 

 

Mission Oriented Talks and Workshops 

“Discernment in Daily Life,” two lectures on Oct. 26 and Nov. 23, 2022 at Manresa Jesuit 

Retreat House, Bloomfield Hills, MI.  

 

“Sports and Spirituality,” Manresa Jesuit Retreat House Banquet Keynote, Sept. 2022.  

 

Provided ongoing formation for Ignatian spiritual directors of SEEL (Spiritual Exercises in 

Everyday Life) retreats. Four meetings per year AYs 2017-18, 2018-19. 

 

I meet regularly with Seattle University Men’s Basketball Coaching Staff. We read various texts 

together and I have introduced them to themes in Ignatian spirituality and Jesuit education.   

 

“Flow Theory and Ignatian Spirituality,” keynote lecture at Colleagues program for faculty and 

staff at Seattle University, October 24, 2018.   

 

Panelist for “Mission Examen,” Catholic Heritage Lecture series and Ignatian Colleagues 

program, February 16, 2017.  

 

“Jesuit education, pedagogy and spirituality,” lectured and led discussion among SU faculty 

participants in the Jesuit Fellows program, Jan 26, 2017.  

 

“Jesuit education in a College of Nursing,” to faculty of the College of Nursing SU, Feb 25, 

2016. 

 

Lecture about discernment to Ignatian spiritual directors, SEEL program, November 19, 2015. 

 

“Discernment and Decision Making,” co-presenter with Lisa Dennison, Ignatian Leadership 

Conference, Seattle University, July 31, 2015.  
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“From Jesuit Spirituality to a Vision for Education,” an annual presentation to two groups of 

faculty and staff at Seattle University, 2012- present.  

 

“Ignatian Spirituality,” St. Cecilia’s Parish, Bainbridge Island, WA, Nov., 2010.   

 

“Jesuit Themes in Higher Education,” College of Arts and Sciences Dean’s Office Retreat, 

Sept. 8, 2010.    

 

Taught three evening classes of the Alumni Seminar entitled “Jesuit and Ignatian Spirituality,” 

Fall Quarter, 2009. 

 

Gave a presentation on SU’s mission and Jesuit identity to the entering students in the Masters 

in Sports Administration and Leadership program, Sept. 26, 2009. 

 

Guest Lecturer in the Matteo Ricci College course Logic, Ethics and Discernment on 

“Discernment in the Tradition of Ignatius of Loyola,” 2007-2009.   

 

“The First and Second Weeks of the Spiritual Exercises,” at Colleagues gathering of faculty 

and staff at Seattle University, Jan. 2007.  

 

 “Discerning Life’s Choices” to alumni of Jesuit universities in St. Ignatius Chapel, Jan. 2007.  

Event sponsored by Magis: Alumni Committed for Mission and The Ignatian Spirituality Center. 

 

Service On Committees And Boards 

Mission Working Group, Seattle University, 2017-2018. 

 

Board of Trustees, Seattle University, 2007-2017. 

 

Examen External Review Committee, Creighton University, Omaha, Nebraska, Feb. 21-24, 

2018. 

 

Chair, Intercollegiate Athletics Oversight Committee, Board of Trustees, Seattle University, 

November, 2010-2017.  

 

Intercollegiate Athletics Oversight Committee, Board of Trustees of Seattle University, 2009-

2017. 
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Academic Affairs Committee of the Board of Trustees, Seattle University, 2007-2012. 

 

Participated in the search and hiring process for the new Associate Professor and Coordinator 

of the Master of Sport Administration and Leadership program, 2008.    

 

Steering Committee, NCAA Division 1 Certification Self-Study for Seattle University, 2010-11. 

 

Curriculum committee, Masters in Sports Administration and Leadership program at Seattle 

University, 2009.  

 

Athletic Advisory Board, Seattle University, 2007-2012.  

 

Division 1 Athletics Task Force, Seattle University, AY 2007-2008.   

 

Athletic Alignment Study Task Force and on the Academic Subcommittee of this Task Force, 

Seattle University, AY 2006-2007.  

 

Consultor to the Rector of the Jesuit Community at Seattle University, 2007-2012.   

 

Pastoral and Retreat Experience  

Preside and preach at Spanish Eucharistic liturgies, Christ Our Hope Parish, Seattle, WA                                                                           

2016-2019. 

 

Preside at Eucharistic liturgies on Sundays for Native Americans, Chief Seattle Club, Seattle, 

WA, 2008-2019. 

 

Celebrate Daily and Weekend Liturgies at St. Ignatius Chapel for students, faculty and staff and 

others. St. Ignatius Chapel, Seattle University, 2006-2019. 

 

Celebrated the Mass of the Holy Spirit to inaugurate academic year at the University of 

Detroit Mercy, Sept. 13, 2018.   

 

Organized and led team for Ignatian student retreat at Seattle University, January 2018.   
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Facilitated small group faith sharing with Spanish speaking prisoners and celebrated closing 

eucharist in seven separate day long Ignatian Retreats at Monroe Correctional Complex, 

Washington in 2017, 2018. 

 

I was invited by the prisoners to give the main talk at Easter celebration at event for prisoners, 

families and friends, Monroe Correctional Complex, WA April 7, 2018.  

 

Celebrate Masses for NFL teams who were playing the Seattle Seahawks, 2014-2019.   

 

Celebrated the first Mass ever at Safeco field for the Seattle Mariners baseball organization, 

August, 2017.   

 

Coordinated a team of Jesuits and other priests that offered Sunday Masses every weekend 

the Mariners were in Seattle, 2018 season.  

 

Served as a spiritual director for the Ignatian Retreat at Palisades Retreat Center, heard 

confessions and celebrated the eucharist (several years from 2006-present). 

 

I have provided spiritual direction to people in the greater Seattle area (and one in Canada) 

for many years.  

 

Presided at liturgies and preached (at some) twice daily for nine day Novena of Grace, St. 

Ignatius Chapel, Seattle University and St. Joseph’s Parish, March 8-16, 2017. 

 

Retreat leader at the men’s retreat, Recovery Café, Seattle, WA  Feb 20, 2016.  

 

Gave a presentation and celebrated the closing liturgy at retreat, Magis: Alumni Committed 

to Mission, Feb 27, 2016. 

 

Director, presenter, presider at liturgy at Ignatian student retreat (several times 2006-present).  

 

Presenter and spiritual director for Ignatian Spirituality Center retreat, Seattle, WA, July 2015.  

 

Presenter and spiritual director for faculty, staff and student retreat at the Universidad 

Centroamericana, Managua, Feb 13-15, 2015.  

 

Co-presenter and retreat director on the SU Faculty and Staff Ignatian Retreat, Nov. 13-15, 

2009, 2014, 2019.  
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Celebrated the liturgy and sacrament of reconciliation with mothers and children.  

Counseled mothers and children, Good Shepherd Domestic Violence Shelter Los Angeles, CA                      

2000-2005 

  

Celebrated daily and Sunday liturgies and the sacrament of reconciliation in English and 

Spanish.  Celebrated the elementary school liturgy on certain feast days and special 

occasions.  St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, Los Angeles, CA, 2000-2004. 

 

Celebrated the eucharist and preached.  Working with the parish team, celebrated the 

sacraments of baptism, reconciliation, marriage, anointing of the sick, and funerals.  Provided 

spiritual direction to parishioners and others, Associate Pastor, Gesu Church  Detroit, MI, 1999-

2000. 

 

Ordained a priest June 12, 1999  

 

Created and led a retreat for U of D Mercy students which focused on the spiritual dimension 

of decisions they make, introducing them to the process of Ignatian discernment, University of 

Detroit Mercy, 1993-1996.     

  

Participated in six month internship program in Spiritual Direction, under direction of Fr. 

George Aschenbrenner, SJ. Directed eight day and three day retreats.  Awarded certificate 

in spiritual direction.  Directed the thirty day Spiritual Exercises retreat in subsequent summers. 

Jesuit Center for Spiritual Growth  Wernersville, PA, 1993-1996. 

  

 Assisted Tom Weston, S.J. in giving retreats to people in recovery from alcoholism and 

(separately) to family members and loved ones affected by alcoholism.  Gave talks and 

counseled retreatants, Summer, 1992. 
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